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The Subcommittee on Strategic Forces meets today to receive testimony from the Navy and the Army on the
U.S. ballistic missile defense requirements and programs. Both services are currently developing and testing the
systems that will form the bedrock of America s future theater missile defense, TMD, architecture. Once
deployed, these systems will fill a gap in America s defensive capabilities that has existed for far too long. Since
the Persian Gulf war, the need for effective theater missile defenses has become increasingly obvious. Without
these capabilities, even relatively minor military powers will be able to inhibit and undermine America s ability
to project power and maintain forward presence. As the threat has become more salient, it has also become
obvious that no single system or TMD system can fulfill the entire range of requirements. The Navy is well suited
for the ballistic missile defense mission. With over $40 billion already spent on the Aegis infrastructure, it would
be irresponsible not to take maximum advantage of this investment. A naval TMD system offers several unique
attributes that make it particularly attractive: it would not depend on overseas bases or airlift to be deployed; it
would avoid concerns over foreign sovereignty; and it would provide a missile defense umbrella over friendly
forces attempting to gain control over a theater of operations. While I strongly...
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