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Excerpt: . . . mutual economic interests, failed or significantly delayed European economic integration,
contraction of economies on either side of the Atlantic, an oil crisis with Europe and t he Unit ed St at es on
opposit e sides ( especially in conjunction with other economic declines ), or intense competition for
information-age markets could lead to a 22 trade war. Undoubtedly, cooler heads would ultimately prevail, but
damage could be extensive, hindering the attainment of desired outcomes for Europe. Political Hurdles. The
greatest political hurdles to achieving our vision of the future Europe stem from the reversal of representative
government in Central and Eastern Europe ( e. g. , as has happened in Belarus ). The most obvious case is
Russia, but Ukraine follows in close order. Moderate-sized states like Bulgaria and Romania also could hinder
European integration if their countries reverted to authoritarian rule. As the ongoing conflicts in the Balkans
demonstrate, authoritarian regimes in even small countries can adversely influence the entire European
security climate. Should this occur in Central or Southeastern Europe ( e. g. , Czech Republic or Hungary, and
Bulgaria or Romania, r espect ively ), t he shock waves would r ever ber at e 23 throughout most of the
Continent. Another potential political problem concerns the erosion of state sovereignty, which could emerge
from several causes. Multinational organizations, such as the EU, NATO, and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe ( OSCE ) could take on aspects of traditional state responsibilities for economics,...
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