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indexed. Not illustrated. 1902 Excerpt: .of Philadelphia, More Manufactured History. Countless the number of
times this Society has been lauded as a Society of Irish and so of Catholics who did great services during the
Revolution by arms or purse. It is constantly repeated, and all the while gains in force as a fact of History that
twenty seven of its members during the time Washington s starving army was at Valley Forge made a collection
in Philadelphia, and contributed one hundred and three thousand five hundred pounds to a total contribution
of citizens of three hundred thousand pounds which was disbursed in providing supplies to the distressed
soldiers of Washington at Valley Forge. This alleged fact is narrated with all sorts of embellishments or
oratorical or rhetorical frills. One, | remember, represented Thomas FitzSimons (that is the correct spelling of
his name) trundled a wheelbarrow through the streets of Philadelphia making the Collection while the citizens
threw money in the barrow. It would be an amusing collection to present the many forms in which the recital of
this alleged incident is given. How loud, and boisterous even are the cheers which orators are given who relate
it. But to pass over the many instances in Catholic or Irish (both are the same nowa-days) histories, or orations
in which this claim is made for these patriots, let us get to what ought to be considered the best possible
authority--a President of the Hibernian Society of Philadelphia which claim to be the...
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