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The year 1910 starts cheerfully. An era of industrial expansion is assured, unless unforeseen circumstances arise
to disturb the peace of the world. Industrial development calls for the metals and thereby directly stimulates
mining. Civilization rolls forward on iron wheels, the interchange of news and of commodities is aided by
copper, for coinage and decoration the race needs gold and silver, for domestic and architectural purposes the
use of lead and zinc is required - in short, the basis of the art of modern living is metallic. Thus the growth of
confidence, the widening of trade, the quickening of commerce are reflected in the speculative activities of the
mineral explorer and mine operator. In continental Europe, especially Germany, trade is better, with indications
of continued rebound from recent heaviness. Trade Prospects. - A sign of the times is the purchase of
diamonds. It is said that Disraeli measured industrial prosperity by the consumption of sulphuric acid, and in
later days Lord Rothschild has selected the demand for diamonds as the most reliable indicator of trade
revival. The market for brilliants is a barometer of luxury just as the iron market is the surest index of
expanding commerce. In America especially a period of pronounced activity is in sight, after recovery from
financial depression, and all the untiring energies of a resourceful people are bent upon the continued
development of a continent. In Canada the extension of railways gives access to new mineral regions. In Mexico
and South America similar railway enterprise promises increased facilities for the exploitation of minerals in
the Cordilleras. In Central America the political...
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