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Delivered Before the British Gynaecological Society, February 11, 1904 In one of the chapters of Mr. Ruskin s
well-known book on Political Economy, Unto This Last, he deals with an inquiry into what he calls the veins of
wealth. He exposes the fallacy that the wealth of a State lies solely or essentially in material possessions -
showing that apparent or nominal wealth which fails in its authority over men, fails in essence and ceases to be
wealth at all - that the true veins of wealth are, as he says, purple - not in rock but in flesh, and the final
outcome and consummation of all wealth is in the producing as many as possible full-breathed, bright-eyed,
and happy-hearted human creatures. In his final chapter, Ad Valorem, Mr. Ruskin writes: There is no wealth but
life. That country is the richest which nourishes the greatest number of noble and happy human beings - the
nobleness being not only consistent with the number, but essential to it. The maximum of life can only be
reached by the maximum of virtue. The principles or truths contained in these passages - passages which bear
the strictest examination and criticism - may be, and are, very generally accepted, theoretically. But the history
of the nation during the last twenty-five years shows that the principles which govern its real life are altogether
different and directly contradictory. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of
rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,...
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