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ELSEVIER SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY, United States, 1999. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 166 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. In this book, fifteen authors from a wide spectrum of disciplines (ranging
from the natural sciences to the arts) offer assessments of the way time enters their work, the definition and
uses of time that have proved most productive or problematic, and the lessons their subjects can offer for our
understanding of time beyond the classroom and laboratory walls. The authors have tried, without sacrificing
analytical rigour, to make their contribution accessible to a cross-disciplinary readership. Each chapter reviews
time s past and present application in its respective field, considers the practical and logical problems that
remain, and assesses the methods researchers are using to escape or resolve them. Particular attention is paid
to ways in which the technical treatment of time, for problem-solving and model-building around specific
phenomena, call on - or clash with - our intuitive perceptions of what time is and does. The spans of time
considered range from the fractions of seconds it takes unstable particles to disintegrate to the millions of years
required for one species to give way to another. Like all central conceptual words, time is understood on several
levels. By inviting input from a broad range of disciplines, the book aims to provide a fuller understanding of
those levels, and of the common ground that lurks at their base. Much agreement emerges - not only on the
nature of the problems time presents to modern intellectual thought, but also on the clues that recent
discoveries may offer towards possible solutions.
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