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A WILD, RANK PLACE: A SEASON OF CHANGE

University Press of New England. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 149 pages. Dimensions: 8.5in. x
5.0in. x 0.5in.Cape Cod, that sandy, wind-swept enchantress, has captivated many writers, among them Henry
David Thoreau, whose descriptions of that wild, rank place have fired the imaginations of not one but many
generations. Among Thoreaus literary progeny is David Gessner, but this book goes far beyond the naturalists
focus on the transcendent beauty of the landscape. Rather, Gessner combines his deeply felt sense of place with
observations of the Capes people and with insights about his family, himself, and his art. In a series of
interconnected personal essays, he explores his response to his own recently cured cancer and to the lung
cancer that is killing his father. Issues of life and death intertwine with images of a land that Gessner finds
curiously healing: Here thoughts are swamped by the smells, sounds, and sights of place. The gentle hypnotic
lapping of waves. A prehistoric cormorant on a slick black rock. The delicate lacework of sea grass roots
breaking down through a ledge of sand. Gessners introspection during a year spent writing in the familys
weathered cottage portrays another struggle, too. For a young writer just beginning his career, such mighty
literary forebears as Thoreau can be imposing, if not paralyzing. Yet the process of sorting through and
making peace with the memories of his genetic father gives Gessner the power to declare artistic independence
from his literary one. Seeing something tremendously heroic about his fathers determination to perform
mundane tasks in the face of imminent death brings Gessner to realize that our minds have minds of their own.
Reality is fabulous, yes, but we also crave something more. Symbol, perhaps. Meaning. In the end, what Cape
Cod comes to mean for Gessner is not...
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You May Also Like

DK Read ers Ro b in  H o o d  L ev el 4  Pro f icien t Read ers              
DK CHILDREN. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Nick Harris (illustrator). Paperback. 48 pages.
Dimensions: 8.4in. x 5.7in. x 0.2in.Discover the rollicking exploits of Robin and his merry men
as they take from the rich and give...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

Go o d  N igh t,  Zo mb ie Scary  Tales        
Feiwel & Friends. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Iacopo Bruno (illustrator). Paperback. 112
pages. Dimensions: 8.2in. x 5.4in. x 0.2in.Welcome. Have a seat. Ignore the shambling undead
outside. Let us tell you a story. But be...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

Estrellas Peregrin as C u en to s d e M agia y  Po d er Sp an ish  Ed itio n              
Pinata Books. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 178 pages. Dimensions: 8.3in. x
5.4in. x 0.6in.First ever Spanish-language edition of the critically acclaimed collection of short
stories for young adults by a master of Latino literature...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

Th e Day  I Fo rgo t to  Pray    
Tate Publishing. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 28 pages. Dimensions: 8.7in. x
5.8in. x 0.3in.Alexis is an ordinary five-year-old who likes to run and play in the sandbox. On
her first day of Kindergarten, she...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

DK Read ers A n imal H o sp ital L ev el 2  Begin n in g to  Read  A lo n e                
DK CHILDREN. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 32 pages. Dimensions: 8.9in. x
5.8in. x 0.1in.This Level 2 book is appropriate for children who are beginning to read alone.
When Jack and Luke take an injured...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      
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